Lower Lake Roosevelt Watershed
(WRIA 53)
Public Involvement Plan

INTRODUCTION:

This Public Involvement Plan was developed to focus the WRIA 53 Watershed Planning Unit
(PV) in its public outreach strategy. The WRIA 53 PU believes that in order to produce a
definable and defensible Watershed Plan, input must be received from various water users,
landowners, and agencies throughout the watershed. A proactive Public Involvement program
should minimize the probability that the Watershed Plan will fail to address water resource
concerns that are a priority to the local citizens, landowners, and local agencies.

The Public Involvement Plan was developed recognizing that there is\a diversity of stakeholders
to which it must be directed, and those stakeholders have widely differing levels of
understanding regarding the water resources issues, and differing needs forcontent, delivery
form, and timing of information on those issues.

GOALS:
The main goals of the Public Participation Plan are to:

1. Raise the community’s awareness on the watershed planning process and the water
related issues within the,Lower Lake Roosevelt Watershed:;

2. Gain community involvement and input into the planning processes through
implementation of water resource management recommendations;

3. Facilitate the exchange of information between the community and the WRIA 53 —
Lower Lake Roosevelt.Planning:bnit; and

4. Facilitate anddisseminate information,on other water related issues which are occurring
within the watershed by other entities and/or agencies.

TARGET AUDIENCES:

The target audiences for the watershed planning process are diverse with differing levels of
understanding, interest, and investment in the Lower Lake Roosevelt planning process.
Communication with each of the target audiences should result in, at a minimum, a basic
understanding of the goals, objectives, and progress of the WRIA 53 Planning Unit. Audiences
identified within the WRIA53 watershed include:

Lower Lake Roosevelt Planning Unit Members;

Residents of the Watershed which can not actively participate in the planning process;
Elected Officials and agency decision makes;

Water purveyors within the watershed,;

Entities conducting regional studies in the watershed;

Media; and

General Public.
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LEVELS OF INVOLVEMENT:
Each of the target audiences above can choose to be involved in one of four basic ways:

1. Active participation at Planning Unit meetings (voting members);

2. Mailing list to receive meeting notes, agendas, and announcements;

3. Peripheral involvement though participation at various public outreach programs such as
web page, newspaper articles, or special public meetings/presentations; and

4. Direct communication with Planning Unit members and lead entity staff.

PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT OBJECTIVES & METHODS:
The following are objectives necessary to meet the goals of the Public Participation Plan.

Objective 1:
Raise level of awareness and understanding of all. audiences on the issues surrounding water

quantity and water storage in order to contribute practical and useful input to the planning
process.

Methods:

e Continue active and consistent participation from the Planning Unit members at meetings
and workshops.

e Ensure that information generated.by this'process is presented in an organized and easy to
understand manner.

e Have documentsiand materials available prior to meetings where they are to be presented,
reviewed and/or discussed.

e Sustained media ecampaign aimed at sparking interest of the general public and informing
them of the group’siprogress.

Measurable Outcomes:
e (A minimum of eight watershed planning unit meetings per year for the duration of the
project.
e Participation by at least 50% of'the,Planning Unit members at meetings.
e One totwe public outreach meetings per year to attempt to bring more concerned citizens
into the Planning process.
e Semi-annual‘press releases per year.

Objective 2:
Provide adequate access to information about the Lower Lake Roosevelt Watershed Planning

process to all audiences.

Methods:
e Maintain a WRIA 53 web site that hosts the information developed by the Planning Unit.
e Develop power-point presentation for public outreach activities and special meetings.
e Prepare articles for local distribution in local papers and/or Conservation District
newsletters.
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e Attend local government meetings (County Commissioners, City Councils, etc.) to
provide updates on the Planning process to the elected officials.

e Utilize local and/or regional events and conferences to distribute information on WRIA
53.

Measurable Outcomes:
WRIA 53 web site hosted by Lincoln County Planning.

e Annual presentations to local elected officials.
e Two to four articles developed and published in local newspapers.
e One presentation at a local and/or regional water resource conference.
Objective 3:
Provide ample opportunities for constructive publicsartiCipation.
Methods:
e Provide for 15 minute open public comment period at the end of each Planning Unit
meeting.

e Host several public informatien workshops and/er.monthly Planning Unit meetings at
various locations around the'watershed.
e Provide contact information and web address at all ‘outreach efforts.

Measurable Outcomes:
e WRIA 53 website hosted\by Lincoln County Planning.
e Meetings held at various locations around watershed.

Objective 4:
Members of the community will have opportunities for learning how their comments have been

considered during the Planning process.

Methods:
o Develop FAQ section'in power point presentation and on web site.
e Recordinput in minutes at meetings.
e Prepare comment response table for documents provided for public review and comment.

Measurable Outcomes:
e Public comments recorded in meeting minutes.
e Requested changes and comments recorded in documents.
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